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The Texas Association of Real Estate Inspectors  (TAREI) is a statewide 

organization representing licensed real estate inspectors.  TAREI is 

committed to the highest quality in real estate inspection services 

and education.  TAREI was formed in 1977 and is one of the oldest 

inspection associations of its type in the United States.  TAREI has 

been the voice of the inspection industry in Texas since its 

inception and is recognized by similar organizations throughout 

the United States as the vanguard of the industry.  

The Coastal Bend Chapter of TAREI was formed in July of 2008 with the purpose of 

providing local continuing education for its members, facilitating networking 

between members, and promoting its members and TAREI to the Coastal Bend 

real estate community.

Texas Association of Real Estate Inspectors 
(TAREI)



Real Estate Inspection

Looking out for you!

phone 361 -949 -1166  

Web - www.RHOco.net    email - rhoco@stx.rr.com

Coastal Bend Chapter

Texas Association of Real Estate Inspectors

www.TAREI.com

The Standards of Practice for Real Estate 

Inspectors have changed.  
Â Mandatory compliance will begin February 1, 2009.

Â Inspectors may begin inspecting to these standards immediately.

Â The inspector must report in compliance with these Standards of 

Practice even if the municipality building code does not require this 

practice.

TREC and the Inspector Committee require the highest Inspection 

standards to protect our customer s life, limb and property.

Â This presentation is a brief overview of some, not all, changes to the 

Inspector Standards of Practice.

Â To view the entire Standards of Practice, visit www.tarei.com and 

click on Standards of Practice .
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Scope

These standards of practice define the minimum levels of 

inspection required for substantially completed residential 

improvements to real property up to four dwelling units.  

The inspector may provide a higher level of inspection 

performance than required by these standards of practice and 

may inspect parts, components, and systems in addition to 

those described by the standards of practice.

A real estate inspection is a limited visual survey and basic 

operation of the systems and components of a building using 

normal controls and does not require the use of specialized 

tools (such as thermal imaging equipment, moisture meters, gas leak detection 

equipment, environmental testing equipment and devices, elevation determination 

devices, and ladders capable of reaching surfaces over one story above ground surfaces) 

or procedures (such as environmental testing, elevation measurement, and any method 

employing destructive testing that damages otherwise sound materials or finishes). 
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Â TEXAS REAL ESTATE COMISSION S

CONSUMER NOTICE CONCERNING HAZARDS OR 

DEFICIENCIES

Each year, Texans sustain property damage and are injured by 

accidents in the home.  While some accidents may not be 

avoidable, many other accidents, injuries, and deaths may be 

avoided through the identification and repair of certain 

hazardous conditions.  (See additional handout)

Examples of such hazards include:

Á Improperly installed or missing ground fault circuit protection (GFCI) devices

Á Improperly installed or missing arc fault protection (AFCI) devices

Á Ordinary glass in locations where modern construction call for safety glass

Á The lack of fire safety features such as smoke alarms, fire-rated doors,  emergency 

escape and rescue openings in bedrooms

Á excessive spacing between balusters on stairways and porches

Á Improperly installed appliances

Á Improperly installed or defective safety devices

Á Lack of electrical bonding and grounding
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To ensure that consumers are informed of hazards such as 

these, TREC has adopted Standards of Practice and requires 

Inspectors to report them as Deficient  .

These conditions may not have violated building codes or 

common practices at the time of the construction of the home, 

but TREC considers the potential for injury or property loss from 

the hazards addressed in the Standards of Practice to be 

significant enough to warrant this notice.

It advises the consumer of their right to an inspection.

Advises the consumer that the Contract forms for a real estate 

transaction provide for an Option Period  allowing them to 

terminate the contract within a specific time.

Advises that the forms provided do not require the seller to repair 

any items found as Deficient .


